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Called to love, serve and witness. 
 

Thought as we enter worship 
Prayer enlarges the heart until it is capable of containing God’s gift of Himself.—Mother Teresa 

 
GATHERING 

Quiet meditation time (Please fill out a blue or pink card with any prayer requests and put it in the 
collection plate.) – Thanks 
 
PRELUDE 
Welcome & Announcements  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 
Praise the LORD with the harp; make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. 
Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy. 
For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does. 
The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love. 
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 
He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses. 
Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people of the world revere him.             --Psalm 33:1-8 

 
*INNVOCATION    (Opening Prayer) 
God, our Creator, from nothing you made our world. 
You formed us, loved us, and gave us all that we need. 
God, our Redeemer, you rescued us from sin. 
You have given us new life and hope of healing to the world. 
God, our Comforter, you are with us always. 
You comfort us, renew us, and guide us into your truth. 
Almighty God, for your gracious love for us,  
We praise you. Amen. 
 
*HYMN       GREEN       #8 “Gather Us In”   

http://mail.mchsi.com/service/extension/convertd/convertd/45/www.christchurchnow.org
http://mail.mchsi.com/service/extension/convertd/convertd/45/www.christchurchnow.org
http://www.facebook.com/presbyteryofeastiowa
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*CALL TO CONFESSION 
Jesus comes to us with grace and truth.   
He tells us the truth about ourselves – that we all do things that hurt God and others.   
The grace is that even when we couldn’t help ourselves, Jesus came to save us.   
That’s why we confess our sins because we can trust in God’s mercy and love. 
 
*CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Praying together,  
Jesus, forgive my sins. 
Forgive the sins that I can remember, and also the sins I have forgotten. 
Forgive the wrong actions I have committed, and the right actions I have omitted. 
Forgive the times I have been weak in the face of temptation, and those when I have been stubborn 
in the face of correction. 
Forgive the times I have been proud of my own achievements, and those when I have failed to 
boast of your works. 
Forgive the harsh judgements I have made of others, and the leniency I have shown to myself. 
Forgive the lies I have told to others, and the truths I have avoided. 
Forgive me the pain I have caused others, and the indulgence I have shown to myself. 
Jesus have pity on me, and make me whole. Early Irish 

 
Hear the good news of God’s amazing grace.  In Christ we are made new; we are loved.   
Therefore, rejoice because we are forgiven through God’s grace!    
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
May the peace, love and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
And also with you. 
Let us greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
  
* GREEN    #80     “Open Our Eyes, Lord”     
      

THE PEOPLE OF GOD HEAR THE WORD 
CHILDREN’S SERMON       
 
THE WORD THROUGH MUSIC – ANTHEM         “Here I Am, Lord” 

 
HEARING GOD’S WORD:  Acts 13:1-12 

Now there were these prophets and teachers in the church at Antioch: Barnabas, Simeon 
called Niger, Lucius the Cyrenian, Manaen (a close friend of Herod the tetrarch from childhood) and  
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Saul.  While they were serving the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 
  Then, after they had fasted and prayed and placed their hands on them, they sent them off.  
So Barnabas and Saul, sent out by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed 
to Cyprus.   

When they arrived in Salamis, they began to proclaim the word of God in the Jewish 
synagogues. (Now they also had John as their assistant.)  When they had crossed over the whole 
island as far as Paphos, they found a magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was 
with the proconsul Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. The proconsul summoned Barnabas and Saul 
and wanted to hear the word of God. 

But the magician Elymas (for that is the way his name is translated) opposed them, trying to 
turn the proconsul away from the faith.  But Saul (also known as Paul), filled with the Holy Spirit, 
stared straight at him and said, "You who are full of all deceit and all wrongdoing, you son of the devil, 
you enemy of all righteousness– will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord?  
Now look, the hand of the Lord is against you, and you will be blind, unable to see the sun for a time!"  

Immediately mistiness and darkness came over him, and he went around seeking people to 
lead him by the hand.  Then when the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, because he 
was greatly astounded at the teaching about the Lord.    
 
MESSAGE  “Deliberate Expansion” 
 
*HYMN         BLUE       #391 “Take My Life”   
 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD RESPOND 
THE OFFERING  
*LIFTING PRAISE TO GOD – HYMN   #593    The Doxology         
*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving 
O Lord, we come to you with gratitude and thankfulness for your great love and abundant 
gifts.  We now give you a token of our commitment to you, asking that you would use our 
offering of ourselves and all that we have to further your work in the world.  We ask this as 
your servants willing to do your will.  Amen.    
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We give you praise and thanks, O Lord that you have called us to be your children.  We are grateful 
for your love that led you to die for us and offer ourselves as your servants to be conduits of your love  
and grace in the world.  With joy we thank you for the ways our congregation has shown your love  
this week.  We praise you for your grace, honor you for your love and rejoice in your mercy.  With 
deepest gratitude we proclaim you God.  
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 [Time for Silent Congregational Prayer] 
 
O God of compassion, we ask that our hearts be moved to show compassion for others.  We 
especially pray for those who have suffered the loss of loved ones, home, food and shelter.  We pray 
for all those who are prisoners, those who suffer addictions, and those who suffer daily. We 
remember before you the sick and dying, those who are lonely, those who are victims of war, terror,  
and injustice.  We ask for mercy for those who suffer abuse especially those who are enslaved and 
grace for those who oppress others.  We recall all those who have worshipped with us in the past and 
are unable to do so today. 
[Time for Silent Congregational Prayer] 
 
O Lord of the nations, we pray for all those who exercise authority over others.  May they remember 
that their power is granted them to care for their people.  May they pursue peace and justice as they  
seek first your kingdom and your righteousness.  Help us all remember we need your love and 
grace. Grant us the courage to model your mercy to those around us. 
 [Time for Silent Congregational Prayer] 
 
O Lord Jesus, you are the head of the church, the beginning and the end of all things.  Grant to the 
church universal your mercy as we struggle to follow you. Look we pray with mercy upon the ministry 
of this congregation which you have called together with grace and kindness.  Increase our courage, 
strengthen our faith, and inspire our witness to all people, even to the ends of the earth. 
[Time for Silent Congregational Prayer] 
 
O Gracious God, the source of all love and goodness, bless us with your Spirit as we seek to do your 
will. May we keep our hearts and thoughts on you through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to 
pray, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING OUT IN SERVICE 

*HYMN        GREEN #288  “My Friends, May You Grow In Grace” 
 
*CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE   
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*BENEDICTION 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  
How unsearchable are his judgments and how fathomless his ways! 
For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? 
Or who has first given to God, that God needs to repay him? 
For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
To him be glory forever! Amen. 
 
* BENEDICTION RESPONSE          
 INSERT  “RHYS” (Verse 2 Only) 
 
*POSTLUDE 

 
++++++++++++++ 

 
*Please rise in body and/or spirit as you are able. 

 
 

Please join us for coffee and refreshments in Fellowship Hall after the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church office hours: 8 am to Noon Monday through Thursday. 
For emergencies call The Rev. Tim Dyck 319-321-4154 

 
 


